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ADULT-BAPTIZERS 
pra gags» GENIIAT, 


More particularly thoſe of the County of 
K E N T. | 
| Goop PzorLE, . 


HE occaſion: df my.thus addreſſing 


ſigned DANIEL DoBEL of Cran- 
brook, together with a ſmall pamphlet pub- 
liſhed at Canterbury, called, The Plea for In- 
fants impleaded, &c.——as the objections therein 
fuſed; ſeem to be ſuch, as common people 


ſtrongly prejudiced againſt Infant-baptiſm, are, 


or may be inclined to maxe, ſhould they per- 


ſuade themſelves to read the PLEA; Sc. I 


have prevailed with myſelf, to lay before you 
the fallacy or inconcluſiveneſs of ſuch rea- 


ſoning; and to advance ſome other arguments 


in defence of Ifant-baptiſm. I hope the at- 
tempts made farther to ſupport and clear the 
doctrine of Infant-bapriſm;, will be a ſufficient 
apology with my Friends, the Infant-baptizers, 
tor my taking notice of Mr. Dobe/'s perfor- 
mance.— 


other 


you, is & Letter I have received, 


You, adult-baptizers will find, after 
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2 A farther . Defence of 
other things offer'd in this defence, a difficulty 
thrown in your way with regard to your ſenſe 


of Rom. vi. 2, 4. and Col. ii. 12. which tuo 
| texts, applied as you generally do to water- bap- 


tiſm, I humbly imagine, are no longer zenable by 
you.—But ſhould this attempt have no efficacy 
ſufficient to convince you, if you are good-na- 
tur'd, you cannot but take it well, that I have 
beenat this?roub/eand charge on youraccount,— 


I now take leave of the debate; having, in 


the opinion of many of my worthy Friends 


ſufficiently defended the baptiſm of infants. 
| lam - "ie = 
Yours, in all reſpe&s 
| becoming @ lover of truth, 


ANY /earching neighbour * pleaſeth him- 
ſelf with thinking that he has done 


mighty feats by picking out ſome ſingle paſſi- 


ges, in order to diſcover, as he imagines, ſome 
contradictions ——He begins with p. 4. of the 
Plea, where, in arguing againſt | Barclay, 
«© Water-baptiſm is ſaid to ſtand joined to 
« repentance, as previouſly requiſite to the 
“ remiſſion of ſins, and to the receiving of 
, the holy Spirit“ — and this he would 
have to ſtand in contradiction to p. 24. where 
it is aſſerted, that nothing more was requiſite 
to baptiſm, than a bare profeſſion that a 
* man believed Jeſus to be the Meſſiah 


and upon this he calls the author of the Plea, 


®* This epithet alludes to his motto, taken from Prov. 


2 
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Js time ſerving author ——but can any man fee 
© Ml that the concliſion he has drawn has any thing 
of to do with the premſe ? what if water-bap- 
-im in the New Teſtament plan ſtands joined 
1 WW to repentance, as previouſly requiſite to the 
) Wl remrf/fon of fins? It does not thence follow, 
- chat moral Temper was the neceſſaty pre-requi- 
e te to baptiſm.———Fa#s ſhew, that Men 


— WH vere baptized who were immoral and no true 


penitents. And therefore, ſince the firſt Bap- 
jizers did baptize upon a bare profeſſion of 
men's believing in Chrift, whether they were 
lincere or not, the prefent Adult-Baptizers 
have a Standard above the ſize of the apoſto- 
lic Standard; Beſides, tho Baptiſm ſtands 
joined with; repentance, as previouſly requiſite 
to the remiſſion of Sins, the Author of the 


wt attainable without Baptiſm.———He. has 
ſhewn Baptiſm to be a pofirruve rite, and as 
ſuch, what has: not the ſame ſanction with 
faith and repentance be that believeth and 7s 
boftized fhall be ſaved; be that believeth not 
all be dammed. Not, he that believeth not, 
and 78 nat baptized ſhall be damned 
The importance of any po/itzve rite cannot 
affect the Salvation of Men, who are ſincere, 
and do not diſcern its force or obligation; this 
ballowed in the Plea. So that, altho' Baptiſm 
b joined with faith or repentance in the Goſpel 
— Wplan, it is never ſaid to be of equal worth or 
lea, © value with either faith or repentance.—_ 
,. Had Mr. Dobel attended to the ingenious 
Ir. James FosTzR's valuable defence of 
NS "4 _ 


Plea has never ſaid, that remiſſion of Sint was 
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4 - A. farther Defence of 
Chriſtianity he would have found, that upon 


the Adult- Baptizers principles, ne lay ſo 


much ſtreſs upon a pœſitive rite, Chriſtianity 
would not be! defenſible againſt an unbe- 
liever; for he ſays, I ü readily grant the 


© author of Chriftianity, &c. that the ixſi- 


c ruted. means preſcribed by Revelation, are 


_ © not of ſuch fixed and immutable obligation 


but that agreeably to the law of nature, 


< they are to be practiſed or omitted, as beſt | 


ee ſuits that end for which they were or- 
<« dained. To imagine the contrary, is to 
% make things, dependent on circumſtances, 
<« Independent”, Sc*. and again, That 
t poſitive inſtitutions have been uſed ſuper ſti- 
<«: Tioaſiy, and men have laid an equal Streſs 


upon them as upon morality itſelf, can't be 


ce denied; nay, that they have reſolved the 
« delle of religion into external obſervances, 
“and inftead of making it conſiſt in the 
<< neceſſary duties of prety, juſtice, and cla 
% city, placed it not only in the inſtituted means 
appointed by God, but in trifling ceremo- 
6 nies, Get and that their zea/ for theſe 
5 chings, animated by ind Superſtition and 
Prejudice, and under the influence of inte- 
© reſted and 'deſigning men, has tranſported 
< them beyond all bounds t; and one 
more; Every one that knows any thing of 
« the doctrine of Scripture, muſt know, that 

<« poſitive duties are always repreſented as "infe- 
1 rior and ſubſervient to moral; and of no 


= The uſefulneſs, &' FA of the Chriſtian Revelation, Pp. 285. 
1 79 307. f | 0 0 g 
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n fignificancy or value, in compariſon with 
o Ml < juſtice, mercy, fidelity, and other branches 
y of the Law of Nature, which are of ſu- 
- © preme, eternal, andindiſpenfible obligation“. 
ne Thus evident and clear is his reaſoning, 
- plaioly ſhews how Baptiſm may ſtand Joined 
re MN with repentance, as an inſtituted means, and yet 
not be efſential to remiſſion of fins, as repen- 
re; MM tance is allowed to be—Nor does any. contra- 
et N diction or confuſion appear in the Plea, from 
- the argument againſt Barclay, and that againſt 
to the Adult-Baptigers.— e 


Another remark is on. Baptiſm being ſaid to 
have a moral Senſe belonging to it, that im- 
ported an open, voluntary devotedneſs and reſg- 
nation to Sufferings and Death, p. 5. of the 
Plea. ND Se L 


And no doubt, this Senſe might be applied 
\o- o it among the fri Chriſtians, fo imminently 
m £xpos'd to perſecution on account of their pro- 
0- Ml iefling Chriſtianity But does it therefore 
eſe Wl follow, that their znfants could not be bap- 
nd i ted, becauſe they could not expreſs this mo- 
te- Senſe. Their infants would be expoſed 
ed along with their Parents, and therefore were 
ner properly dedicated or devoted to God in Chriſt 
of WM by baptiſm. But if they muſt not be bapti- 
nat I zcd, becauſe not capable of expreſſing this vo- 
/e- luntary devotedneſs to death and ſufferings, it 
no may prove too much, vi2. that in a peaceful 
"ate of the Church, where there is no man- 
N 


ner 


D 


baptized, becauſe they cannot expreſs ſuch de. 
| Var og by their n — 


our Lord, nor have they warrant” to baptize 


iects of baptiſm. THEN be act Fog before * 


our Lord's Baptifm, and his therein fulfilling 
all ee ee and of conſequence, ſets a- 


firſt Diſcourſe on poſitive Inſtitutions more. 
over it renders the baptiſm of Jobn of no force 
in the doctrine of Baptiſm; contrary to thi 


agrees with the Author of. tbe Plea. about 


i alſo MORE. FULLY. expreſſes by Jon, 


1 A farther Defence "of 


ner of proſpect. of perſecution for the cauſt 
of Chriſt, that grown Perſons muſt not be 


This polive Impleader, — have us t 
ag that Chriſtians have no Authority at all 
to baptize, but by virtue of tbe commiſſion of 


any but ſuch as he commanded ;\ ſo that the ſub. 


are baptized, 


This is at once to cut off the Example of 


fide the argument contained in Mr. Burrougbis 


Impleader's own authority, who has ſaid, © lic 


*© the pre-requiſites in adult perſons to Chri- 
* ſtian Baptiſm, from his. citations af ſeveral 
*. texts; as it is, what is according to the 
785 Tenar of the. New Teſtament. doctrine; as 


* who required of ſuch as came to be baptized 
** of him, that they ſhould Bring fort 

* fruits meet far Repentance, -Matth. iii. 8. 
And yet this ſame Man does poſitively aſſert, 
that Chriſtians have no authority at all to bap- 
tize, but by virtue of the commiſſion of our 
Lol Rag the ps to > Baptiſin are 


more q 


INFANT-BAPTISM #7. 
ſe Wl more fully expreſſed by Jobn, than by our 
x WM Lord; Matth. iv. 17. Mark i. 14, 15. or by 
-bis apoſtle Peter, Acts ii. 30,——This expreſs 
contradiction may be found in his 6th and 
oth pages Ompared—— GD A 
N. B. Mr. Burroughs would do well to 
bew, that our Lord's ſubmitting to baptiſm, - 


ud thereby fulfulng all righteon neſs, ſtands re- 
de lated to any other r:ghzeoujne/s than that of the 
Lu and the Prophets, reipecting water-bap- 
%; which if he cannot do, then the prac= 
ce of water-baptiſm, ſtands evidently ſu 
ported on the Law and the Prophets; and if 
of Wi, then the arguments drawn from Rabbnz- 
2 Naa writers, to prove the antient practice of 
a» WW haptiſm among the Je, has a ſtrong foun- 
s's Weation of Support, in that declaration of our 


Lord's, vis. thus it becomes us to fulfil all 
ce Wrighteouſneſs, | 1505 
hi Mr. Dobel farther ſays, Children muſt be 
lic Nis T faugbt before they are baptized. | 
ut But he might have ſeen in the Appendix to 
ri- che Plea, p. 24. That DIiscipLING was not of 
ral perſons already taught, but to the end that 
the they ſhould be taught; and the learned Light- 
ot has obſerved, that to put ſuch a Senſe 
iN, Nupon the words, as the Impleader does, is ſuch 
zed Ne one as the Apoſtles and all the Jewiſb Nation 
— Wed never known or heard of — 15 > 
8." Wie Plea, with its Appendix, which Mr. Do- 
ert, Ne“ owns he has ſeen, had enough in it to 
ap- Whew, that the Baptiſmal rite was an antient 
our ulage, by which they initiated proſelytes. 
5 | | - But 


8 4 farther Defence of 
But this, no more than any other of the grand 
difficulties in his way, muſt be noticed by him, 


On the contrary, to make ſhort work of it 
_the commiſſion of Jeſus is the only authority, 
and Chriſtians muſt not ask why he Fave this 
commiſſion ? fince it was bis abſolute pleaſure, 
aud founded on nothing elſe — . 


But let me tell Mr. D. this is not to be 
ſapported: Our Lord has inſtituted another 
ne, which he manifeſtly took from a Fez! 
Cuftom, of cating bread and drinking wine, at 
the Paſchal Supper *, with ſolemn thankſgiv. 
ings to God, as the giver of their corn and 
wine; and the cuſtom had fomething very 
pertinent and natural in it. It ſeem'd to be 
long to the religion of nature. It was there- 
fore expreſſive of great wiſdom and goodneh 
in Jeſus, to adopt that cuſtom, and apply i 
to the remembrance of his body broken, and 
his blood ſhed for the life of the world 
and will any ſuppoſe it more improper that 
Feſus ſhould adopt a rite, that had been in 
uſe for about 1600 years, by which not only 
native Feu were Purified from their unclcan- 
neſſes, but the impure Gentiles were waſhed, an 
and fo initiated into the church of God. 

This appears to have been the caſe, nor is it a the 

all probable, that the compaſſionate ef 

would have impoſed a rite arbitrarily up- 

them; or have abrogated their antient cum on 

of receiving infants into God's church; and 0 
See Dr. Hammond on 1 Cor. x. 16. Note (e). , 110 
| MTN 10 
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have refuſed them admiſſion, without aſſign- 
ing any one reaſon, or without leaving them 
ſomething in lieu of the ancient privileges they 
„had enjoyed. — Nay, I add, this Impleader 
„night have ſeen [from that paſſage he himſelf 
votes, Matth. ili. 8. vis, John's bidding 


252 


bring forth fruits meet for repentance;] that 
thele fruits were not precedent to, but were 
ſubſequent of their baptiſm, compare ver. 11. 
with Luke iii. 7, 11—15. They were wicked 

rſons when he baptized them, and he ac- 
cordingly calls them a generation of wipers. 
Men that thought it ſufficient that they could 
fy, that they had Abrabam to their father. 


of repentance ; and bids them bring forth ſuch 
fruits as would ſhew them to be penitents, 
what ſort of teaching is here before bapti- 
ing oy 7 | 


Indeed the Impleader thinks, he has much 
advantage from the Scriptures Silence about 
the Bapti/m of Infants, and he greatly glories 
upon it] fo that the Baptizers of Infants muſt 
be the innovators, and not they who go without 
any rule in educating their children till of ma- 


* 


they baptize them.— 
But why ſo ſanguine ? was the ſilence equal 
to triumph; but there are Families, whole 


Houſholds mentioned, that were baptized in 
C virtu⸗ 


hem, who came to be baptized of him, zo 


but theſe he baptized unto or into the doctrine 


ture age in the Chriſtian Religion] before 


on both ſides, then neither could have room 


r 


18 


A farther Defence of | 


virtue of the Head or Parent's profeſſing of 


his faith in the Chriſtian Religion. To thi 


De. 


it is ſaid, houſhelds have not always children ur 
infants in them. True: but it does not there. 
fore follow, that they never have. Nay, the 
odds is ſo great on the fide of their havin 

children, that it is Zbree to one, but they have 
young children or infants : and if three fami- 


lies are baptized, under the name of Houſholds, 
the odds is th:rty to one, but that there were 


children or a child in one or the other of them, 
unleſs it could be proved, that there was a 
greater likelihood of Houſholds embracing the 


Goſpel, who had no children, than thoſe who 


had. Or that the fir/# preachers of the Goſpel 
pick'd out Families that had no Children, as 
moſt proper to be converted by them,——but 
ſhould we grant, contrary to all reaſon and 


probability, that there was not one young child 


in all the houſholds ſaid to be baptized ; it is 
and has been demanded, that it be ſhewn, 
what greater propriety there would be m the 


apoſtle's baptizing a man's Slave or Servant, 


becauſe he (the Maſter) profeſs d to believe in 
Jeſus, than there would have been in his bap- 
tizing an infant, in virtue of that his faith? 
There might be infidelity and obſtznacy in the 


man's ſlave; but no ſuch oppoſition. would be 


found in the tender mind of his infant-oft- 
ſpring.— 5 ; 


Nevertheleſs my Impleader will have it, that 


dee might as well think that the greetings and 


flaluta- 


* 


fants as well as to the adult. 
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ſalutations ſent to the houſholds of Ariſtobulus, 


Narciſſus, and Oneſiphorus, were ſent to in- 


And whatever may be the cuſtom about 
Cranbrook, there is nothing more common in 
moſt parts of England, than to ſend greetings 
and ſalutations to the zufants and young cbil- 
dren in families, tho' they are not able to re- 
turn the compliment. 


But then our Lord's praying for them, p. 55. 
of the Plea, muſt not conclude that they are 
proper ſubjefts of baptiſm, becauſe the proper 
ſabjects of prayer. | 5: If 


Why ſo ?——why, if this was the caſe, it 


would follow, that infidels and unbelicvers as ,- * 


fuch, with their infants are proper ſubjefts of 
o 
Another raſh Concluſion. Does it follow ꝰ 
that becauſe children, when brought by their 
parents to Chriſt to be bleſſed by him, became 
the proper ſubjects of his bleſſing; that there- 
tore, thoſe children that were not brought to 
him, but whoſe parents deſpiſed his bleſſing, 
were therefore alike proper ſubjects of bis 
bleſſing? It was the parents ad that made 
the propriety or fitneſs, And if an Heathen ' 
ſhould come and propoſe himſelf as a member 
of the Chriſtian Church, he and his child 
would have a right to bap iſm, as the ini- 
tiating rite to the privileges of tae Chriſtian 
Covenant, 80 that the argument in the 
2 55 oo Pla 


* I 


might be produced. 


8960 farther Defence of | 


Plea will yet ſtand good, viz. That if Men's 
bringing their infants to Chriſt, rendered them 


the proper ſubjects of his bleſſing, or praying 


for them, it will lie upon adult-baptizers to 
prove, that children are not as capable of re- 
ceiving the initiating-baptiſmal-rite, which can 
impart nothing, as they were of being 5ʃ ed 
or prayed for by our Lord. Nay, they ſhould 
ſhew, that if our Lord intended to exc/ude In- 
fants an admiſſion into his Church; that his 


way of encouraging children to be brought to 
him by their parents, was not an inconſiſtent prac- 


tice; or at leaſt, that it does not demand a fuller 
explication.— I add, the, compaſſionate Jeſus 
did not only encourage Fewsſh parents to look 
upon their children, as a part of his charge 
along with themſelves, and as being Hor v 
upon their embracing the Chriſtian doctrine: 
but he even taught the ſame doctrine by the 


voice of miracle, viz. that children flood enti- 


tled to the benefits and bleſſings of his Mediatim 
upon the FAITH of their parents, So the 
ruler FJairus, had his little daughter raiſed from 
death, or a ſickneſs nigh to death, on account 
of his faith, Mar. v. 36. ſo the daughter of 


the Syrophenician woman, was healed or cured 


of an unclean Spirit, on the Faith of her mo- 


ther, Mar. vii. 29. So the father of the child 
that is ſaid to have a dumb and deaf Spirit, 
that gave him great agonies, was healed upon 
his Father's beleving, Mar. ix. 23, 24. 
and ſeveral other inſtances of the like nature 
Now, it 1s evident, 
that our Lord did not require Faith wh; 

| child, 
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child, but in the parents, who expreſſed a 


m concern for them; and in virtue of that faith, 
no the dead are raiſed, and the diſeaſed cured! 
to MW and yet, forſooth, would we but implicitly be 


e- led by Mr. e we muſt not initiate our 
an I children upon our on Faith or profeſſion of the 
ſed MR Chriſtian religion, tho' the author of our re- 
id ligion has ſhewn the ſuitableneſs and accepta- 
n- bleneſs of it, both by doctrine and miracle: 
bis Wor, by his more common and more extraordi- 
to ry behaviour towards them. — 

- Let none ſay, that this does not reach the 
ler N caſe of Baptiſin: for, the condition is the ſame, 
ſus N uz. believing in Chriſt. The benefit was 
ok Na part of the great deſign of Chriſt's media- 
oe ton; according to that famous prophecy, Ja. 
Ly Wi. 4. which St. Matthew has applied to the 
je: Neaſe before us, ch. viii. v. 17. Himſelf took our 
the MW infirmitzes, and bare our fickneſſes—he did it, 
i- h removing the dijorders of young children, 

in ile faith of their parents. Which undeniably 
the Wproves, that the faith of parents is eſteem'd 
om by the w2/dom of God, a proper recommenda- 
ant ton of their offspring to his care and com- 
of Wpaſſionate notice; and muſt greatly confirm 
red Hand frengthen the exerciſe of it, whilſt they 
no- Ware devoting their children to God in Chriſt by 
ild N Baptiſm: ſince infants are manifeſtly concern- 
rit, Ned in that part of Chriſt's mediation, which 
reſpects the remiſſion of ſins, 7. e. a delive- 
ance from death, in that a/ that die in Adam, 
all be made alive in Chriſt ; ſo that if Infants 
die in Adam, they are concerned in this far- 
tier part of Chriſt's mediation.— 


I Be- 


5 : 
Vw 


Is A farther Defence of 
. Befides, Children were conſtantly acknoy. 


ledged by Fews, in their religious Services, t) 
be the HERITAGE of Fehovah, his Lot, hi 
Poſſeſſion, ſee Pſ. exxxvii. 4,—the word there 


render'd heritage (Na-hha-lat) is tranſlated 


inberitance, Pſ. ii. 8S.— The word and idiom 
is Hebraic, ſee Fſ. xciv. 5. Jer. xii. 7, 8, g, 
Joel. ii. 17. iii. 2. Mic. vii. 14.— The Fen; 
therefore could never have flently given up 
their childrens claim to the initiating ceremo- 
nial, or dedicatory rite. 

Moreover, we find that Queſtions aroſe between 
Jobn's Diſciples and the Jeus about purify 
ing, probably about the efficacy of their Maſter; 
baptiſm, * John iii. 2 5. we might therefore 
have expected that an affair of ſo much im- 
portance, as that of cutting of the Jews in. 
fant Children, would have made the greatef 
noiſe; and that numbers of very plauſible ob 


jections would have been brought againſt i- 


ſo that the perfect filence, conſidering the 
temper of the Fews, and their ſtrong prejudi 
"ces, almoſt amounts to a certain evidence, 
that their childrens baptiſm was never ono 
called in queſtion. 


i Hence it appears, that the adult-baptizers 
being ſo very confident in their boaſtings fron 
the expreſs letter of the commiſſion given by 
our Lord, has. no ſuch weight in it, as thy 
would have us imagine. W 


® See Dr. S. Clarke's Paraph, on that Place, and Note. 


What! 
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What? becauſe he ſaid, Go teach all na- 
ons, baptizing them; therefore, teaching 
« nuſt precede: baptizing !——They themſelves 
1; {muſt own, that John's teaching, and the apo- 
des reaching, would have been of very little 
wail, if the perſons whom they baptized, had 
bad no farther knowledge of Chriſtianity, than 
they bad before baptiſm for tho they ob- 


New Teſtament account, few were eſteemed 
Chriſtians of any ſize when they baptized 
them z many could not, i. e. thoſe houſholds 
which were baptized in virtue of the faith of 
their heads. And to ſay that a// muſt be 
taught before they are baptized, from the ex- 


ver been uſed to teach their children, after 
beir being initiated into their church 
The manifeſt reaſon for placing the words in 
this order, is, the preference to be given to 
teaching, as to the nature of the mean. Nor 
can there be a clearer account given of it: the 


827 ticularly St. Paul's declaring, that Chrift ſent. 
on bim not to baptize, i. e. not 10 much; preach- 
es or teaching was the much more impor- 
hy Mat Buſineſs.— | | 


e might find it very difficult to give a reaſon 
hy we do not ſhew as great a /iteral and 
crupulous reverence to other words of our 

| Lord, 


hat! 


ſerved their commiſſion, and went about teach- 
ing and baptizing, yet I am perſuaded from the 


- 
mann 


preſs requirement of this commiſſion, is an 
unwarrantable concluſion. The Jews had e- 


(criptures every where ſupport this ſenſe, par- 


Should we therefore proceed with ſo much ; 
zeal and attachment to the order of the words, 
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16 A farther Defence of | 
Lord; nay, to an expreſs inſtitution of his, 
wiz. that of waſhing one another's feet, John 
Kili. 14, 15. FI then your Lord and Maſter, 
| bave' waſhed your "Feet, ye alſo ought to wajh 
one anothers Feet, for I have ſet you an exan- 
ple, that ye ſhould do as T have done to you — 
Can any thing be more expreſs? Is not this 
as much a command and inſtitution, as that 
of the other baptiſm : This ſeems to be 
the only adult-baptiſm of the New Teſta- 
ment, or, the baptiſm not for infants, becauſe 
infants cannot comply with this demand 
but ſurely, it does not follow, that becauſt 
grown perſons are only fit to waſh one ano- 
ther's feet, or baptize one another; that there- 
fore it is not fit any ſhould waſh or baptize 
Infants, and ſo own them as God's heritage; 
or as holy.— By the way, 70 fulfil all righ- 
eouſneſß, in the ſenſe of Mr. Burroughs, 
would equally demand our regard to this ex 
ample To proceed, there are many pal- 
ſages of ſcripture, where things are ſpoken of 
which have a relation to one another, that are 
not mentioned, nor were deſigned to be in 7 
gid or ſtrict order. Such as 2 The,. ii. 13. 
God hath choſen, you from the beginning to 
falvation, hre ſanctification of the ſpirit, aui 
belief of the truth. What? does it follow 
from the order of the words, that ſanctiſca- 
tion of the ſpirit precedeth a belief of the 


truth If by ſanctification is underſtood i 


perſonal holineſs of heart and life, it could 
not go before a belief of the truth, in the 
ſenſe of St. Paul. but if it ſhould mean on 

| 2225 4 me , 


S 


D 2 4 8 
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a criterion of ſeparation from the Gentiles by 
the impartments of the Spirit—to ſuppoſe this 
to be previous to a belief of the truth, would 
weaken the 74 e of adult-baptizers, as jt 
would ſhew, that fomething of as much im- 
portance as baptiſm could precede a belief of 
the truth.——T have no room to add more in- 
ſtances; ' this may be ſufficient” as a Jpeci- 
MON — e 

And as to the FacTs, it is no leſs. evident, 
that tho' the Apoſtles and ſacred Hiftorians 
have not particularly mentioned the baptiſm 
of young Halden, no man can fairly conclude 
from thence, chat young children, or the infants 
of profeſſing Chriſtians are not to be baptized 
It cannot be fairly concluded from the gom- 
miſſion. And if not from thence, this author 
has already cut off all the authority of facts; 
for he ſays, That Chriſtians have no autho- 
« rity to baptize at all, but by virtue of the 
* commiſſion of our Lord, neither have they 
« warrant to baptize any, but ſuch as he com- 
* manded” if therefore the Apoſtles, from 
any prejudice, ſhoyld have zarrowed the ex- 

tent of the commiſſion [as they certainly were 

for ſome time under great miſtakes and ftrong 
prejudices about it, 1. e. about preaching. the 
Goſpel to all Nations, as maykbe ſeen in the 

caſe of St. Peter, Aﬀs x. who had a viſion to 

inform and convince him] had they, I ſay, 

narrowed the commiſſion, as to the Subjects of 
it, by not baptizing children, we might have 
expected they would have been ſet right—- 
or, had they been forbid to baptize children 
n | D in 


ſhould have been removed by a viſion or revela 


Sed infant— 3 7 


ſhould farther expoſe himſelf— for in p. 33. 


to ridicule t e practice on this account, ſince 


uVould much rather find a contradiction, vis. 


18 A farther Defence of 


in that original commiſſion, it would have 
been requiſite that a prejudice, the moſt ſtrong , 
that can be conceived in the favour of infants, 1 


tion but as children, (the ancient covenanters, * 
1. e. who always had been parties with their 
parents,) have never their right once called in 


_ queſtion, we may fafely conclude. that tay prop 


baptized them, . 


I am to obſerve, it is fridi in p. 24. of teM.-. 
Plea, that Paul could not fpeak to the faftious 2 
Corinthians, but as unto carnal at beſt; to ſuch oer 
as knew no more of ee Ly, than a bapti- kein 


tea 
Here Mr. Dobel, or his 1 has been * 
guilty of very wrong pointing——the Plau 


has it, but as unto carnal ; at beſt, to ſuch, 

Sc. but this paſs over, "s 
He is very angry with this aſſertion, and 

is in great pain leſt the Author of the Plea 


he has ſaid, that Infants, which are bapti- 
te zed by us, we own to be incapable of any 
thought or underſtanding about what is ap- 

<«« plicd to them,” True, Mr. D— ſohe 
has, and has added, that none ſhould venture 


our Lord applied a baptiſmal rite, to perſons 
as ignorant of the moral intention as an in- 
fant but this Mr. D. did not like; he 


that the IJ ous Corinthians were as igno- 


rant 


InNFANT-BAPTISM. 19 
rant f Chriſtianity as a baptized infant, and 
wt they had made an explicite declaration of. 
lleir faith, which an infant cannot do, who ts 
ignorant of what is done to him when bapti Zed. 
Il am ſatisfied no man, that has ever been 
yell acquainted with any author, ſacred or 

wiphane, but what will allow the juſtneſs of 
A expreſſion, - Stronger, bolder figures, if it 
be one, are frequently uſed by writers. of all 
legrees of learning or capacity, Nay, I know 
ot Whether it may not be juſtified, in the ſe- 
reſt view that it can be took. in. This bold 
oſertzon muſt be as true as it is bold ; unleſs 
king Fackious, and carnal, and, boaſters of their 
ads, did diſcover any acquaintance they had 
vith Chriſtianity. —— To be carnal, I hope is 
zot to be chriſtian 3. to be fatious, I hope is 
dot to be chriſtian ; and to be babes in under- 
ſanding the chriſtian doctrine, in the expreſs 
lea of St. Paul, will ſurely, vindicate the aſ- 
} ertion, vi ⁊. that they knew no more Chriſti- 

Wd [775] than a baptized infant. | 


33M Theſe things ſearce deſerve a ſerious conſi- 
1 : kration,— | 


15 "Once more, 1 author of the Plea is charged 
a with diſmembering a text, and being therein 
lin to @ Papiſt—it is Ads i ji. 38, 39. which 
is thus. inſerted, Repent and be baptized every 
one of you, in the name of the Lord Jeſus; 


i for the fone is to you, and to your 
den, and to them that are afar off, 


jt $5 Lb | This 


20 A further Defence o 
This 4wr7rer plainly is ignorant of the ma. 1 
ner of writing, finee had he ſeen that the blath Nb 
nts ate inſerted; ufter, fnr—an after, 2/4 N ber 
off==he would have been more ingenuods tha mſe 
to have ſurtiiiſed that it was done with a th: the 
fin to iiripoſs upon the reader. Mus 
| Nevertbeles to humour kith, 1 will Shi he t 
the whole text, and ſet how the paraphraſe will /n 
run. Ropent and be 'buptized every ons 
F you in the nano of eſis Chriſt, for the #4. 
hiſſion of | ins; und ye ſhall reerve tbe gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt - 78 or "ths p promiſe 15 unto you; 
and fo your” CHiuDBRBN, and to all that art 
ar even 45 many as the Lord our Gol g 
42% | ſe 
"Which t this catuplirate.- „ Repent, ye that Yu 
© ife capable of repenting; and be baptized nm: 
od Every one of you for the remiſſion of ſint f Befi 
„ Affd ys {hall receive the Holy Ghoſt; ful 
4 the promiſe js not only te you but to your Ny 
children; f. e, the Chriſtian covenant bas Aud 
not only privileges to be immediately cot- I 
< fd on you, but yout children may be ini- 
© tiated as parties, as you know they have 
2 2 been acknowledged as members with 
e vu of the church under Judaifin, Not i 
t only made to you, and intended to include 
* your immediate off-jpring, but it is intended 
* 'to take in all that are gyãur of, even as ity 
* as the Lord God ſhall call. 129 


Bar it | ſejns „ue ane * alla wal 
ca * e are e of obeying any call! 


Many 
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Many are the devices of mens imagination 


to bteak the force of any truth that lies againſt 
hem. Nothing is plainer than that the pro- 
nie belonged to them and to their children in 
the preſent tenſt; (es) the promiſe I8 to you 
ind to ydur children; not is to you, and ball 


* to your childten not to your 4 ter- bil- 


hen exeluſive of the preſent. Beſides, it is 
the moſt likely ſenſe, to apply it to their chil- 
len immediately: ſince thoſe who received 
not the Goſpel-offer, during the ſeaſon; of the 
woſtles making it, hardened greatly with their 
children in their iniquities z and the ſucceed- 
ng age became ſo enormouſly wicked, that 
Toſepbees himſelf owns, that the inhabitants of 
Juda were ripe for judgment, in that all 


manner. of iniguity abounded among them. 


Belides, the adverb wgrxear, render d afar of, 
z uſed for time, by the beſt Greek writers, 


W Nay, it ſeems to be ſo uſed, Matt. xxiii. 14. 


and for a pretenct make long Prayer, Mark 
W, 40. Lule xx. 47. But ſhould this be 
wnteſted, and it be referr'd to place, it will be 
equally as pertinent. Nor could the Jes be 
ſuppoſed to underſtand bim of their remote or 
ant children, and not of thoſe preſent with 
them——or of the Gentiles being receiv d, and 
their own children rejected. —As to the call; 
they and theirs were called together, as Abra- 
lam and his children were included together 


n the promiſe, and under the ſame ſeal of 

e covenant; and as the proſelytes had all 

| Jong been initiated along with their children, 
e 


— 


efides, a call, in the language of the New 


Teſtament, 


22 A farther Defence of 


Teſtamient, is the goſpel's being promulged to 
any natioii or people: ſo that men and their 
children are together under the ſame call. To 
this purpoſe we find God's call of 1ſrael out of 
Egypt; mention'd 1 Hof. xi. 1 which Was 
ſurely of parents and children together — And 
they are equally called God's ſervants,” with 
theit Parents, even the infant-offſpring of 
Jewiſh ſlaves, are called, expreſsly God's ſer- 
vants, and are ſet at liberty along with their 
parents; ſee Leu. xxv. 41, 42. 
But becauſe they cannot anſwer, therefore 
they cannot he called! — This is a ſtrange rea- Noth 
fon ! for many are called, who are morally as WW” 
incapable of anſwering, as infants God has the 
called, when there was none to anſwer; they W's 
would; not, morally could not anſwer. But in- 
ants may be called to privileges, whether they ¶ bei 
can anſwer or no. We read of beaſts being co- 3 
venanted for; and ſurely they are as ſit ſubject n 
of a coyenant as the beaſts: of the field; and yet, {Mi 
theſe were ſet. down as expreſs parties in the th. 
Machic covenant; ſee Gen. ix. 12, 13. Ant 
God ſaid, This is the token of the Covenant, m. 
vbicbh I make between me, and you, and ever! Ide 
LIVING THING hat is with you, for perpe- . 
tual generations. I do ſet my bow in the cloud, Ife 
and it © ſhall be for a token. of a covenant be- fa 
tween me and the earth,—But becauſe it is ſaid, WP" 
Go teach all nations, baptizing them——there- Wl” 
fore, right or wrong, children, infants muſt WW 
not be baptized. Tho' the word rendered 
teach, only intends to diſciple, or preach the 
goſpel to perſons untaught, and at the ſame 

time 
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o time baptize them, to the end they. may be 
treated by you, as diſciples. Which was the 
caſe; for the apoſtles | baptized the people as 


of ſoon as ever they profeſſed to believe the goſ- 

2x pel, and their houſholds with them, — This 

vas the cuſtom of the apoſtles, this had been 

h the practice of John the Baptiſt, v/z. to bap-- 
tize upon men's flocking in to him, tho“ he 


knew them to be a generation of wipers; and 
eir then to exhort them, o bring forth fruits meet 

J repentance — 3 anbar net 
ro i Upon the whole, as baptiſm can be made no 
1. other than a po/rzve rite, to look upon it as 
as Wire or lei, is to treat it falſely, and to abuſe 
gas the intention of it. It muſt therefore be fgu- 
ey ratively underſtood, when it ſtands to expreſs 
. oral temper ; as when the apoſtle mentions a 
ey I being Surred with Chriſt in baptiſm, Rom. vi. 
o- 3.4. Col. ii. 12. Since the plunging of a perſon 
din water has no manner of reſemblance of a 
et, N £4779), no more than Chriſt's baptiſm had any 
the ching of the nature of one, So it can only in- 
tend the profeſſion of Chriſtianity expoſing 
nt, men to death, and the obligations they lay un- 
xy der to walk in newneſs of life. When therefore 
p- Ve urge a moral importance of water-baptiſm 
ud, from this figurative uſe of the word, we treat it 
be- alſeh, and place more to it than it can be ex- 
aid, preſſive of. And on the other hand, when 
re- we deny it to be a poſtive rite, and treat it 
zuſt with contempt, tho' our Lord himſelf ſub- 
[mitted to it, in order to fulfil all righteouſneſs; 
. e. to expreſs his approbation of it, as having 
been required by the /aw and the prophets, as 

| : | an 
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X 24 "© Farther Defence, wel. 


religion, ' together with their off-ſpring; we: 
| * ſoer chargeable With 6 e ol 
and 1 the eppkeatzon of it tokikh 


tigers; who witt deny baßtiſm to shy but ii 


the order of the words, G0 reuch, &c. For if 
baptiſm muſt be utiderſtoo8, as they fay it must 
to expreſs a buriaÞ and u aer recfion, or a rev 
ſemblance of Chriſt's: burial and reſurrectioq 


Anſtitution of 
and reſurreHion. So that in 


Aer of nature, by obliging their membem 


rection, before they ſhall be admitted to 1 
| lemnize the memorials of a death, which v 
and could not but be, e to UREA butt c 
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an extergal emblem of purity, anda fight f 
dedication, of - men, Who embraced the tus: 


y- ſince Chriſt has adopted the rie 


$33 iii 
4 


ene 1 would dab the Plunging Fr 
adult." to abate their zeal ' and aſſuränce from 


no conſiſtent Autipedbbaptiſt can deny, but thit 
manifeſtly teacheth us from t be order of nb 


Fare, [which ſurely wan conelude as ſtron 
as the order of words] chat baptiſm ſhould fak 
dow, and not precede che ſupper: becauſe; the 


ſupper” is plainly inſtituted as a memorial of N 
death; and in the: Ant i pedobapt ifts ſenſe, the 
iſm is to eſent — burid, 


ſerupulouſly obſerve the e Beet . 
cording to the form in which —— 
runs, viz. Go teach, baptizing—but withol 
any manner of heſitation, they invert 7be of 


undergo a reſemblante of a buriai and refiits 


